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     SDDVA has participated in numerous VA restructuring briefings the past two weeks.   
VISN 23 Network Director Robert McDivitt has hosted briefings with SDDVA, the Gover-
nor, South Dakota’s congressional delegation, network partners and VA staff regarding 
the upcoming release of the VA’s recommended redesign of the VA healthcare system.  
The report is scheduled to be released by the VA on Monday, March 14.    
      Preliminary reports indicate a significant change for South Dakota, turning the full-
service VA hospitals in Fort Meade and Hot Springs into clinics, Sioux Falls VA hospital 
will no longer offer emergency services, and the CBOC in Wagner will be closed.   Rec-
ommendations call for a new VA care system to be built in Rapid City. 
     The study conducted by the VA is part of the Asset and Infrastructure Review ap-
proved by Congress in the 2018 Mission Act.   
     The VA recommendations will be reviewed and approved by the AIR Commission.  
The Commission will then take testimony and public input between now and January 
2023.   Their findings will then be forwarded to the President and to Congress in Janu-
ary 2023. 
     Many of you will recall, it wasn’t that long ago that former VA Secretary Robert 
Wilkie announced that Hot Springs would remain open and that there would be no re-
duction in services.    This battle was won because we had the support of our Governor, 
our congressional delegation, our veterans service organizations, our county and tribal 
veterans service officers, state officials, community leaders, veteran network partners, 
and our veterans and their families.    
     South Dakota Governor Kristi Noem has promised to defend South Dakota veterans, 
saying “We will defend our South Dakota facilities and stand up for the men and wom-
en who stood up for us.” 
  
 

Va to release restructuring 

report 
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Boshard hosts Veterans 

“coffee and cookies” 
     Sam Boshard, 
McPherson County 
Veterans Service 
Officer, hosted  
“Veterans Coffee and 
Cookies” February 24 
and March 1. 
     The events were 
held in Leola and Eure-
ka.    
     Events like these 
allow veterans service 
officers and SDDVA’s 
field service officers to 
visit one-on-one with 
veterans.    
     SDDVA Field Service Officer Kevin Bowen represented the Department at both events. 

Sddva to host mini 

conferences 
     SDDVA will be hosting their annual Spring Mini Conferences May 10-12 in three locations.    
     The May 10th event will be held in Western South Dakota at the Pennington County Conference Room in 
the Care Building in Rapid City (321 Kansas City Street).   
     The May 11 Conference will be held at the American Legion Post 8 Cabin in Pierre  (520 S. Pierre Street). 
     The May 12 Conference will be held in Eastern South Dakota (location to be determined).  
     Training will run from 10:00 am—2:00 pm at each location and will include a two-hour training session on 
QPR.   Questions, Persuade, and Refer is an educational program designed to teach the warning signs of a 
suicide crisis and how to respond.     
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     Please join SDDVA in welcoming Julie Stewart to our team.   Julie serves as the ac-
counting assistant in the business office at the Michael J. Fitzmaurice State Veterans 
Home in Hot Springs.    
     Julie and her family moved to Hot Springs from Colorado in 2020. 
 
 

 

 

Fuentes named mjfsvh 

employee of the month 
     Nikki Fuentes has been named the “employee of the month” for March, at the Michael J. Fitzmaurice 
State Veterans Home.     
     Nikki a registered nurse and has been a part of the SDDVA team since February of 2017.   She serves as a 
charge nurse in the Veterans Lane and Old Glory neighborhoods.  She is always willing to answer any ques-
tions other members of the team have and is first to volunteer to work extra shifts. Nikki diligently ensures 
that things run smoothly on the unit. She is a great mentor, helping with training and guiding less experi-
enced nursing staff.  
     We are proud to have Nikki on our team and thank her for her endless dedication, reliability, and team 
player mentality. 
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Governor signs house bill 

1083 
    This week, SDDVA Secretary Greg 
Whitlock and Fall River County Vet-
erans Service Officer Dan Cullen 
had the honor to witness Governor 
Kristi Noem signing House Bill 1083 
into law.    
     House Bill 1083 is a bill brought 
forward by Cullen to provide a par-
tial property tax exemption for sur-
viving spouses of certain veterans.  
You can view a copy of HB 1083 
here.    
     Sponsors of the bill include:  
Representatives:  Goodwin, 
(prime), Aylward, Hoffman, Jensen 
(Phil), Miskimins, Mulally, Per-
ry, Randolph, and St. John and Sen-
ators Frye-Mueller, Smith (VJ), Stalzer, and Zikmund.  
     House Bill 1083 did not have an emergency clause so it will not go into effect until July 1.  

Mellette county appoints 

new county vso 
     Mellette County Commissioners have appointed Clinton Rasmusson as their new county veterans service 
officer.     
     Clinton’s office hours will be 1:00 pm—5:00 pm first and third Tuesdays and by appointment.  
     Contact information for Clinton is as follows: 
   Office phone:   605-259-3291 
   Email:   mellettecountyvso@gmail.com 
     Please join SDDVA in welcoming Clinton to the veteran network.    

https://mylrc.sdlegislature.gov/api/Documents/234756.pdf
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Veterans work on barn 

quilt 
     Artist Ariadne Albright visited the 
Michael J. Fitzmaurice State Veterans 
Home this week and hosted an art 
project for community wellness.     
     Ariadne is an arts in health instruc-
tor at the University of South Dakota, 
and has worked with the residents at 
our home on other art projects.     
     This project is about bringing art 
into the everyday landscape and to 
teach geometry, color theory, and 
painting techniques.    
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     SDDVA has received word that Peg Raml will be retiring from her position at the Codington County Veter-
ans Service Office July 31, 2022.       
     Peg has worked for Codington County since June of 1992 and will have dedicated over 30 years of service.  
She has trained four county veterans service officers! 
     One can only guess the number of lives she has touched.  Her dedication and commitment is evident in 
her devotion of 30 years of support, assistance, and leadership.  Her work ethic and outstanding personality 
will be missed.    
     Peg was recognized by her peers in 2016 and was awarded the SDDVA Partner of the Year award. 
     You have time between now and July to give Peg a call, or take her out to lunch and thank her for the vet-
erans she has helped over her 30 years in the VSO office. 
     We at SDDVA congratulate Peg on her retirement and thank her for all she has done for our veterans and 
their families.   We wish her the best in the next chapters of her life.    

Raml to retire from 

Codington County 

Va resources for crohn’s 

disease and ulcerative 

colitis 

     The United States Department of Veterans Affairs encourages veterans affected by inflammatory bowel 
diseases to access a new website that raises awareness of Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis. 
     Veterans can use the site to get step-by-step instructions to access treatment and links to VA resources — 
connecting with online communities and peer to peer support to improve their quality of life. 
     “A 2020 study of VA data found that rates of anxiety, depression, and post-traumatic stress disorder in-
creased among veterans diagnosed with inflammatory bowel disease over time,” said National Center for 
Healthcare Advancement and Partnerships Nurse Executive Tracy L. Weistreich, Ph.D. “It’s important we find 
ways to assist our veterans with all issues relevant to this chronic condition, especially veterans who may not 
be receiving care through the VA.” 
     Through this partnership, the Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation will provide educational materials and share 
resources widely with VA staff, veterans, and the public to increase knowledge about inflammatory bowel 
diseases and treatment options. The VA will train the Foundation on veteran-specific concerns like suicide 
prevention and share free resources such as the Veterans Crisis Line. 

https://www.crohnscolitisfoundation.org/veterans
https://academic.oup.com/ibdjournal/article/26/9/1423/5625871
https://www.crohnscolitisfoundation.org/veterans
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI263z07Lw9QIVC6_ICh0rWw0zEAAYASAAEgIQ9PD_BwE
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     As part of the United States Department of Veterans Affairs’ and national suicide prevention efforts, the 
VA is publishing an Interim Final Rule March 10, 2022, implementing section 201 of the Commander John 
Scott Hannon Veterans Mental Health Care Improvement Act, known as the Staff Sergeant Parker Gordon 
Fox Suicide Prevention Grant Program. 
     Publishing this rule will specify grant eligibility criteria, application requirements, scoring criteria, and oth-
er elements necessary to implement this grant program. 
     The SSG Fox SPGP is a three-year community-based grant program that will provide financial assistance to 
eligible entities to provide or coordinate the provision of suicide prevention services for eligible individuals 
and their families. 
     “Communities play an important role in ending veteran suicide,” said VA Secretary Denis McDonough. 
“This grant program will invest in and seek to strengthen local community capacity to conduct outreach to 
veterans, other eligible individuals, and their families and provide them with suicide prevention services and 
resources.” 
     The VA anticipates publishing a Notice of Funding Opportunity in April with instructions on how to apply 
for a grant under the SSG Fox SPGP. 
      Information on the  Staff Sergeant Parker Gordon Fox Suicide prevention grants can be found here.    
      The official version of this rule is scheduled to publish in the Federal Register March 10, 2022. However, 
the document is available for previewing. 

Va publishes interim final 

rule for staff sergeant 

parker Gordon fox suicide 

prevention grant program 

https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/ssgfox-grants/
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2022-04477/staff-sergeant-parker-gordon-fox-suicide-prevention-grant-program
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Elderly and disabled south 

dakotans have until April 

first to apply for 

property tax relief 
     Elderly and disabled South Dakotans have until April 1, 2022, to apply for property tax relief under South 
Dakota’s Assessment Freeze for the Elderly and Disabled Program.   
     Under the program, a qualifying homeowner’s property assessment is prevented from increasing for tax 
purposes. If the actual value of the home increases, the homeowner still pays property taxes on the lower 
value. 
     To be eligible for the Assessment Freeze for the Elderly and Disabled Program, individuals must meet the 
following qualifications: 
     Have income of less than $30,423 for a single-member household (Only one individual in the household) 
or less than $38,029 for a multiple-member household.  
• Have owned or retained a life estate in a single-family dwelling for at least one year and have been a resi-

dent of South Dakota for at least one year. 
• Have resided in the single-family dwelling for at least 200 days of the previous calendar year. 

• Be 65 years of age or older or disabled (as defined by the Social Security Act). 
• Un-remarried widows/widowers of those who previously qualified for the program may still qualify in 

some circumstances. 
     The valuation limit for the program is $208,828 or more of full and true value, meaning that properties 
valued above the limit are not eligible unless the applicant has previously qualified. 
     Applications must be submitted to your local county treasurer’s office by the April 1 deadline. Applications 
are available at your local county treasurer’s offices or can be printed from the Department of Revenue’s 
website at https://sddor.seamlessdocs.com/f/pt38. For more information, please vis-
it https://dor.sd.gov/individuals/taxes/property-tax/relief-programs/#freeze or call us at (800) 829-9188, op-
tion 2.  

https://sddor.seamlessdocs.com/f/pt38
https://dor.sd.gov/individuals/taxes/property-tax/relief-programs/#freeze
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Mar 26—Stand Up for Women Veterans Retreat—Our Savior Lutheran Church (909 W. 33rd Street)—Sioux  
     Falls—8:30 am—1:30 pm (CT) 
Apr 4—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—(20901 Pleasant Valley Dr)—Sturgis—9:00 am (MT) 
Apr 8-10—DAV of South Dakota State Convention—Rushmore Hotel and Suites (445 Mt. Rushmore Road)— 
     Rapid City 
Apr 20—SD Veterans Council Meeting—Military Heritage Alliance Building—Spirit of America Room—(1600  
     W. Russell Street)—Sioux Falls—9:00 am (CT) 
May 10—SDDVA Mini Conference—Pennington County Conference Room in the Care Building in Rapid City  
     (321 Kansas City Street)—10:00 am—2:00 pm (MT) 
May 11—SDDVA Mini Conference—American Legion Post 8 Cabin in Pierre  (520 S. Pierre Street)—10:00 am—2:00  
     pm (CT) 
May 12—SDDVA Mini Conference—Eastern South Dakota—10:00 am—2:00 pm (CT) 
May 14-15—Ellsworth AFB Air Show  
May 30—Memorial Day Program—SD Veterans Cemetery (25965 477th Avenue)—Sioux Falls—10:00 am (CT) 
May 30—Memorial Day Program—Michael J. Fitzmaurice State Veterans Home —(2500 Minnekahta Avenue)—Hot  
     Springs—10:00 am (MT) 
Jun 9-12—State VFW Convention—4-H Fairgrounds (3200 W Havens Avenue)—Mitchell 
Jun 12—Midwest Honor Flight Annual Honor Ride—SD Veterans Cemetery—Sioux Falls 
Jun 16-19—State American Legion Conference—Watertown 
Jul 11—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—(20901 Pleasant Valley Dr)—Sturgis—9:00 am (MT) 
Jul 18-23—National Veterans Golden Age Games—Sioux Falls 
Aug 6-9—DAV National Convention—Orlando, FL 
Aug 14-19—Military Order of the Purple Heart National Convention—Rapid City 
Aug 15-17—SDDVA Annual CTVSO Benefit School 
Aug 18-23—USS Iowa Veterans Association Reunion—Ramkota Hotel and Conference Center—Rapid City 
Sep 1—Veterans Day at the South Dakota State Fair 
Sep 1-5—South Dakota State Fair 
Sep 10—Heroes Helping with Horsepower Military Appreciation Event—W. Main Street—Ethan—Festivities begin  
     at 8:00 am (CT) 
Oct 3—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—(20901 Pleasant Valley Dr)—Sturgis—9:00 am (MT) 
Oct 15—Midwest Honor Flight Fifth Annual Hangar Dance—SD Military Heritage Alliance (1600 W. Russell Street)— 
     Sioux Falls—7:00 pm (CT) 
Dec 17—Wreaths Across America Wreath Laying Ceremony at South Dakota Veterans Cemetery—Sioux Falls— 
     11:00 am (CT) 
 

Audry Ricketts, Public Information Officer 

South Dakota Department of the Military https://military.sd.gov/ 

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs https://vetaffairs.sd.gov 

Soldiers and Sailors Building  -  425 E Capitol Avenue 

Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: 605-773-8242  

E-mail address: audry.ricketts@state.sd.us 
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